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Queries an Vaccine Inotulaiion. 



[Feb. 



obtain from the Go"verninent some 
permanent appointment, as an ade- 
quate reward for his past services. 

(Signed) 

■WILLIAM AltlAAGHt (L-S.) 

CHARfSS CASHEL, (l.S.) 

JAMES KILLALLA, (l S.) 

\i\kC COBBY, (l.S.) 

T. ELBINGTON, Provost, (l.S.) 
BICBABD LOVELL EDGEWORTH, (L.S.) 

JAMES WBITLAW, (l S.) 

J. LESLIE FOSTEft, (l.S.) 

Dublin, October 50, 1812. 
T* lit Prcfrictori o/ilu Belfast Magaimt, 

CTNCE the iptt'oduction of the rac- 
^ cine inoculation, I havp been uni- 
fotmly a ffie'nd to the measure, and 
aril now full}' persuaded of its success. 
Considering the powerful ei|Sciency 
of thjs safe and simple preservative, 
it is much to be regretted that it 
is not universally employed^ In 
itiany patts, the 'smallpox inocula- 
tion is still used, to the manifest 
clanger of all children within the 
reach of otie of the most virulent 
disorders with which we are ac- 
quainted. Quere : should not the 
legislature and the magistracy interf 
pose, with a powerful band, to stop 
the progress of such an evil ? 

Notwithstanding, however, the 
preference which I give to the vac- 
cine inoculation, one difficulty strong- 
ly presses on my miud ; and I should 
be very happy, that some of youi* 
medical cbrrespondetiti would be 
able to remove my scruples. I 
shall here briefly submit them to 
public consideration. 

It is generally allowed, that in 
drder to have infection of a good 
(!]uality, it is necessary that it should 
be taken from a healthy subject. If 
i. child has any eruption oii its skin, 
or app€a;rs to be under the influence 
of any considerable distemper, we 
pass it by, and prefer taking the 



vaccine fluid from tfa6 arm of a chiM 
who appears to be in perfect 
health. Now, I will improve On 
tbis suggestion, merely by extend- 
ing its application. Children, we 
know, have often hereditary com' 
plaints ; and though, at an early 
period, they may appear to be pe*« 
fectly strong and healthy, they of- 
ten bear the seeds of disease, decline 
And death in their constitutions, which 
will, at length, rack and destroy the 
human frame. Would we choose 
to have our children inoculated with 
infection procured from such sub' 
jects as these ? Would we not appre- 
hend th6 communication of that here- 
ditary taint, which has existed in the 
family ? I confess, that tintit I aiA 
better informed, 1 would »« have 
my children vaccinated from infco« 
tion which I am thus led to cdndider 
impure. 

Nor do I eicpress myself Without 
consideration on this point. One re- 
markable case in point has presented 
itself to my observation : \ child 
born of very healthy parents, was, 
for six or eight weeks, as strong and 
healthy as possible. No child could 
thrive better. It was vaccinated j 
and «ery soon thereafter discovered 
symptoms of disease. It was quick- 
ly covered with a violenf and in- 
curable eruption* In' various re- 
spects, the child! is still very sickly, 
tveak, and disordered. The physi- 
cian who attended says, the child's 
complaints did not originate in the 
inoculation j but until the gentle- 
men of the faculty will show me, 
that no other disease than that which 
accompanies the vaccine inoculation, 
is, or caq be produced, I must en- 
tertain tery strong suspicions. 

Your's, &c. Vaccinatob. 

7> the Prftiettrs cf the BclfaA f/ftigaxiub 

I AGREE very fully with yout 
correspondent S. M'S. in his ob- 



1615.] On the mutual Pr^udicei of the B-ish ani Engtishp 

lervations on English prejudices in 
relation to Ireland, inserted in your 
JVIagazine for November, 1812; but 
while I acknowledge the trtith of his 
remarks, I cannot avoid thinking 
that some share of blame roust also 
be attached to the Irish. Are we 
really so free from prejudice as to 
have a right to think all other na- 
tions illiberal, and that we alonejudge 
impartially? 

I recollect being extremely pre- 
judiced against the English; so much 
so, that previous to visiting some 
parts of England, 1 was resolved to 
make the jaundiced eye of prejudice 
the medium through which I should 
view that country. I kept my reso- 
lution for some time ; and I well re- 
memlier looking with delight at a 
window opposite to an inn at Strat- 
ford upon Avon, on which was writ- 
ten " Woodstock gloves made and 
sold here." I wasgratified with find- 
ing that the English could be guilty 
of making a blunder, without ever 
permitting myself to reflect, that in 
all countries, and in all nations, per- 
sons may commit blunders, and that 
it is uncandid and unfair to call the 
mistakes of individuals, a national 
defect. But although I was thus 
firmly resolved to be prejudiced, I 
found mv determination to continue 
in error "vanished, and I was very 
fully convinced of my own folly in 
presuming to judge of persons with 
whom I was totally unacquainted. 
Yet though I fully admit 1 was in 
error in perniitting my mind to con- 
tinue so long fettered by prejudice, 
I would not wish it to be supposed 
that I have gone to the opposite 
extreme, and pnise the English at 
the expense of the Irish. I have 
had cause to form a very high opi- 
nion of the English, and to think 
|hem in many respects superior to 
the Irish ; yet still my attachment 
to my native country i« T«ry strong. 
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and can never be eradicated. One 
of our poets beautifully says, 

** Breathes there a mait, witii soul so dead. 
Who ncTEr to himself hath said. 

This is my own, my narive land ! 
WhoM heart within him ne'er hath bam'd( 
As home his footsteps he hath tum'd 

From wandering on a foreign strand," 

England has acted onjastly towanh 
Ireland in many respects, and among 
other things may be enumerated 
the sarcastic manner of speaking of 
the Irish, and of ascribing all blun- 
ders, whether made by English, 
Scotch, Welsh or Irish, to the Irixh. 
But let as not be disconcerted by 
suchsarcasms; having frequently been 
in error ourselves, we should ra- 
ther pitv their ignorance, which lead* 
them to form erroneous opinions of 
us. We may console ourselve* 
with the idea that poor John Bult^ 
attempts at wit against us, <oaly 
discovers his ridiculous folly, and 
that Maria Edgeworth, who hag 
proved herself more intimately ac- 
quainted with the Irish character, 
than those persons who so freely 
censure them for their defects, with- 
out giving the due degree of praise 
for their good qualities, has declared 
as her opinion " that the Irish are 
an ingenuous, generous people ; that 
the bulls and blunders of which they 
are accused, are often imputable to 
their neighbours, or that they are 
justifiable by ancient precedents, or 
that they are produced by their ha- 
bits of using figurative, witty lan- 
guage." Eat OEM A. 

For the Belfiui Monthljf Magazint. 

fHR TBtJE PATRIOT ; A CHAKACTER. 

' I 'HE patriot is the first, and most 

■'- illustrious of human titles, the 

roost honourable of names : be is 

the advocate of. right, the ^re- 



